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Dear Archbishop & Bishops would you explain to us: Does retirement 
deprive us of our right to serve God and to fello,vship with others? We have 
fan1ilies, friends. and our homes are open to all visitors-what law have ,, c 
violated by n1aintaining such relationships? In that declaration, you also 
accuse us of acts shov,,ing disrespect to the top Church leadersltip. We ask: 
what are those acts? Who committed then1. ,, here and when? Dear 
Archbishop & Bishops, are these not divisive rumors spreading among those 
you lead. creating suspicion and ruistrust " 'ithin tbe flock of Christ? Is this 
being t11e light to the flock? 

l'hc Word of God in MatthC\\' 18: 15- 17 teaches us that "hen a brother sins 
agai11s1 you. you lirst approach hin1 privately; if he refuses. take one or 1,vo 
,,11u1esscs; and ifhc still refuses. bring the n1auer before the congregation. Has 
any arnong you privately reached out 10 us before resoning to public 
accusation through the media? As you knO\\ , some ofus Retired Bishops. ,ve 
continued Lo live and worship within your dioceses! has any among you ever 
called us Lo point out our faults? You speak of our conduct as failing to meet 

tlie standards of humility and obedience. Beloved. does your attitude 10 us 
reflect the srune spirit of bu1nilit) you arc talking about? Have you set an 
exan1ple to us (Retired Bishops). 

Your Grace and Active Bishops. We, re1trcd bishops. arc deeply concerned 
about ho,v your colleague Bishop Sarnucl Mugirane✓,a Mugisha has been 
ruistrcatcd. 

ON PAGE T\VO OF YOl lR STATE~IENT. you wrote: .. Thl' autbor of 

the letter n1ay not be fully a\\are of the accusations in the mentioned case. 
If he is 8\\ &re, then he has deli berately chosen to conceal the truth and 
mislead people.'' i\nd you conclude by ,van1ing: " Publishing in " riting 
,vhat one does not know or knowingly publish ,vhat is contrary to the 

tru th, carries U1e same consequences: heating tempers, crea ting connict 
ben, eco leaders and those they lead, underminin11 unity within the 
C hurch. causing division and distu rbing peace and fellowship among 
people". 



Dear Archbishop & Bishops let us humbly ask you: ,vho among you holds 
scale that measure the truth -such that he decides what is tnie or false? Is there 
any one an1011g you \YhO has truly stood firm to the truth ,vhcn it "as most 
needed in 1no11ers that transpires in our church today? You say that there arc 
things we do not know. in1pl) ing that \\IC are ignorant "hich is to us an allitude 
insulting and intin1idotcd. Would you kindly tell us what do you kno\v. learnt 
or gain in our Church which did not exist in our time ,vhich encourages you 
to order us to be silent. 

In Archbishop·s letter dated October 17. 2024. addressed to the Rwanda 
Governance Board (ROB), vvith two attach1nents. the Archbishop himself 
admilled that the bishops had failed to resolve internal disputes. 111c main idea 
was to surrender the responsibility of resolving the issues yourselves as stated: 
.. The realit y is that we ha,,c not been able to resolve the issues; ,,c arc so 
divided on the issue". This is what you conununicatcd to the RGB. under the 
heading:" Previous meetings held for the purpose or handling issues of 
Shyira Diocese ... You docun1cnlcd seven meetings on the Shyira Diocesan 
matter-all or which ended in division and disagreement. 1 here fore. "e 
hu1nbly ask you: is it right to accuse us causing division \\ hen you yourseh cs 
confessed to bc111g divided. Since you became divided and failed to comc 
together to address the ,nailer conccn1i11g )Our fcllo,, Bishop Sa1nuel 
Mugisha, even before he was imprisoned as you )'ourselves have 
acknowledged. No,v. afier his imprisonmcni, do you clain1 no,v 10 be united'? 
Do you not owe an explanation those you lead in the Cburch of Christ about 
the reasons for your lack of unity? Was the final decision on the above issues 
jointly approved? 

You have 111cntioncd seven meetings nnd visit~ of your delegates. yet ii scerns 
as if you intended to pressure the Bishop Mugisha Mugimnc,a Samuel into 
resolving the issue bet\\een those two pastors alleged to have a connict with 
him- even while you yourself ackno,vledged that such measures achieved 
nothing. lflhe Fonner Dean Bishop Knlimba Jered had been able to ass1~t in 
resolving the issue of the pastors as )OU described. \\Ould that have prevented 
your fellow Bishop from being i1npriso11ed? Now. that l11osc pasiors have 
been reinstated in their duties- \Yhich meeting or decision formally approved 
their rc1un1? 



Dear Archbishop, it is well kno\, n thnt on every occasion you held meetings 
10 discuss maucrs concerning Shyira Diocese, you ordered its Bishop 10 get 
0111 (\\hich is unbelievable). Besides this w,canonical act, one may \\'Ondcr 
\vho was n1eant to explain beucr the problems of the diocese when itS ov,n 
Bishop was sent 0111 of the meetings. 

Let us tell you the truth ,vith such practices you breed (as shepherd of the 
Church) mistrust, confusion and disunity. the\ ery problen1 you accuse us of. 
111c true re1nedy for these ills is repentance not to appoint fingers 10 others. 
Your Grace, you amrm in your statement that you \Viii continue to uphold 
tn1th. transparency. and integrity. urging pastors and believers 10 live in unity 
and love, these are admirable goals. Yet, ho\v will unity and love flourish in 
the Church an1ong pastors and believers \Vithout your cxan,ple of hum ii ity 
and fnirness should come fron1 above? As Scripture says: "You arc the salt 
of tl1e canh ... You are the light of the \VOrld'" (Mauhcw 5: 13-16). 

We, therefore, implore you to stop anributing false accusations to us. If, as 
you claim. Bishop Mugiraneza has no issue with the Church, then why is he 
imprisoned? Who referred his case 10 RGB and to the pm ecution? Why is he 
charged for actions that others runong you have not charged for? Are the laws 
applied exclusively? 

Since you have invoked the la,~. allO\V us also 10 remind you of the Church 
cnnons you have rcpentedly violated. We request for a 1nceti11g ,vith you so 
that ,vc may. in brotherly love. present the canonical la,v that arc being 
violated and seek a peaceful resolution in order to avoid further hann to the 
Church. 

The retirement docs not exclude us fro111 the fcllo"·ship and rcsponsibilit) of 
being panicipants in our Church. We remain servants of God and 
intercessors for the body of Christ As our Lord said, "I run the Way. the 
Tn1th, and the Life" (John 14:6). 

We agree witl1 you tlu11 n1utuul respect is vital in Christion 1ninistry. Yet it is 
neither just nor godly 10 publicly humiliate those ,\ho served faithfull> 
before you and c-0n1plc1cd their administrative and managerial work in the 



Church. God. \VhO called us, still entrusts us ,vith the duty to speak truth in 

love. We tl1ereforc cal l upon you to restore peace, uphold justice, and ensure 
that every level of Church leadership fulfills its divine responsibilities. 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be ,vith you. 

Signed: 

The Retired Bishops of the Anglican C hurch of R,vanda 

2. The Right Rev. Rucyahana John Kabango • 

3. The Right Rev. Binndabagabo Alexis 

4. The Right Rev. Rwubusisi Geoffrey 
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